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It is with great appreciation that 
Kathy and I want to thank the Ankokas 
members who put together the 
service award and gift cards that were 
presented to us at this year’s Charter 
Luncheon.  It was very unexpected and 
caught us both by surprise.  The plaque 
is now proudly hanging in our family 
room.  It is a wonderful feeling to know 
that so many people think kindly 
of us. What we do is a result 
of our fondness for the 
old car hobby, but more 
importantly our friendship 
with all the wonderful 
Ankokas people. As I 
have always said, the 
cars got us together in 
the first place but then all 
the friendships we have 
formed over all these many 
years is really the glue that 
binds us.  Thank you again 
for your much appreciated 
thoughtfulness and 
generosity.  The 
gift cards certainly 
enhanced our vacation 
in Cancun. 

Now for club 
business, welcome to spring, and it’s 
about time. This month of May brings 
several Ankokas activities and we 
hope you all participate. Following the 
Smithville car display on May 15th, 
we can go to dinner at the Red Lion 
diner, if you so desire.  I have made 

arrangements again to do so. All of our 
activities are listed in this issue of Smoke 
Signals. Remember to let me know if you 
are attending the Masonic Hall tour and/
or the Organ tour in June. As always, 
if you have any questions about any of 
our activities, please contact me. The 
Johnson’s farm meeting does not require a 
head count, as that will be our regular June 

(tail gate) meeting. 
I will not be at our May meeting 
as we will be in RI for a few days.  

Steve will take good care of 
you at the meeting.

Thanks to Tom & 
Carol McLarney for the 
membership roster that 
was handed out at our 
Charter Luncheon.  If 

you did not get yours, 
it will be at our 
next meeting May 
19th.  If you cannot 
attend this meeting 
contact Tom to make 
arrangements to 
obtain your roster.

Also, congratulations 
to Carol Amendola 

for receipt of the annual 
Hankins award that was presented at our 
Charter Luncheon April 3rd.

Be well, have a good summer, and I hope 
to see you at our club functions.

Bob Petters

This newsletter is 
a publication of the 
Ankokas Region 
of the Antique 
Automobile Club of 
America.
Material may be 

reproduced only if 
credit is given to the 
source and we are 
asked for permission 
to reproduce the 
material.
If you have material 

that you would like 
to contribute or you 
have comments 
or ideas about the 
newsletter, please 
contact the editor, 
Diana, at 
newsletter@

ankokas.com.

Our president, Bob Petters. Photo by S. Soppe
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News & Events
The Passing of 

Betty Ruth Jeffers
written by Diana Antinucci

We regret to inform everyone that long-time member 
of the Ankokas Club, Betty Ruth Jeffers, 
has passed. She is survived by her 
husband, Edgar, and her three sons, 
Steven, Kevin and Barry. 
Betty Jeffers was born in Woodbury, 

grew up in Paulsboro and moved to 
Glassboro with her husband in 1971. 
She had numerous degrees and 
certifications and taught school, first in 
Logan Township and then in Glassboro 
until 2002. Active in the First Methodist 
Church in Glassboro, she had perfect 
attendance for over 45 years and played 
the piano in Sunday school.  She will be 
fondly remembered and deeply missed. 
Our condolences go out to her family.

Meet Your New AACA 
President- Bob Parrish

written by Diana Antinucci

In February 2016, Bob Parrish was 
elected president of the AACA. He has 
been a member since 1984. In 2000, he 
served as the assistant chairman of the AACA Founders 
Tour; in 2006, he was the national meet chairman for 
the Eastern Spring Meet; in 2012, he was elected to the 
Board of Directors and he has served as vice-president of 
membership for the AACA. He is a master judge with more 
than 129 credits and was chief judge for the 
2015 Eastern Spring Meet. 
Bob lives in Chesapeake, Virginia with his 

wife of 53 years, Dot. They have two sons 
and six grandsons. Bob retired from Virginia 
Natural Gas in 1995.
Bob has fond memories of automobiles 

from an early age and bought his first car, 
a 1951 Ford Victoria, in 1957. He set about 
customizing the car right away, giving it a 
new paint job, fender skirts, spinner hubcaps, 
dual exhaust, new seat covers and adding 
a 1954 Pontiac grill bar. He currently owns a 
1958 black Impala hardtop, a Silver Blue fuel-
injected 1958 Corvette and a 1931 Chevrolet 
sport coupe.

52nd Annual Charter Luncheon
written by Steven Soppe

The 2016 Charter Luncheon, hosted by President 
and First Lady Bob and Kathy Petters, was held 
on Sunday April 3, 2016 at Lucien’s Manor. The 

afternoon was filled 
with great food 
(beef, chicken, 
salmon, salads, and 
cake) and enjoyable 
conversation. The 
Frank Hankins 
Memorial Award 
was presented to 
a very surprised 
Carol Amendola 
for her support of 
the club. Carol is 
responsible for the 
Sunshine Committee, 
organizer of many 
tours and parties for 
over 25 years, and 
the owner of a really 
cool Fire Engine. Bob 

and Kathy Petters were 
also presented with an 

Excellence Award for their years of service and 
support to the club. Go to the www.ankokas.com/
events_list.cfm webpage to see a photo gallery of 
the luncheon.

The Ankokas 2016 charter luncheon- photo by Diana Antinucci

Bob and Kathy Petters receiving their Excellence award. 
photo by Diana Antinucci



photos and text by Steven Soppe

The Hornets Nest Region of AACA 
hosted it’s annual Southeastern 
Division National Spring Meet at 
Charlotte Motor Speedway on April 
7-10, 2016. The meet features a huge 
flea market on the infield of the 1.5 
miles oval race track plus several of 
it’s largest parking lots. You can find 
just about everything you need from 
start to finish for almost any project. 
Saturday is the highlight of the event. 
Car clubs from the region are invited to 
bring hundreds of cars to display. The 
feature cars on display are the antiques 
vehicles on the AACA showfield 

competing for their AACA awards. Two 
Ankokas members were on hand to 
participate in judging the cars. Barry 
Goldsmith, receiving his Master Judge 
award for earning 10 judging credits 
(congratulations, Barry!), judged 
antique racecars. Steven Soppe 
judged some of the “newer” classics 
from 1989-1991. Despite a strong cold 
wind on show day, the bright sunshine 
was enough to cause sunburn when 
your hat blew off, as Steven found out 
later that day.  Following the show, 
participants enjoyed a tasty picnic 
style meal while celebrating their 
AACA awards.
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AACA in Charlotte
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Minutes From the March Meeting
The March 2016 meeting on the 17th was called to order at 

7:35 pm at the Mabel Kay House in Haddonfield by President 
Bob Petters.

• No new members or guests were present.
• The reading of the minutes from February were waived 

as they appear in the Smoke Signals.  Kathy Petters has 
agreed to take over the secretarial duties from Jane Taylor.

• Membership -- Tom and Carol McLarney were not 
present, but Bob had spoken to Tom and he said that the 
National Club reported that 14 of our listed members did not 
belong to AACA.  Some people were called and they said that 
they did not want to belong to National.  After a discussion, 
it was decided that these people would be referred to as 
“Friends of Ankokas” and would not be on our official 
membership roster.

• Sunshine –Tom spoke with Bob Ries’ wife and 
she said that his poor health has left him with great 
difficulty getting around.  Steve Matlaga 
spoke with Bob and said that his wife 
who suffered a stroke in January is 
now able to stand with a walker.  Bob 
was prepared to give an update on 
Tom Amenodola, but Tom showed up 
unexpectedly and gave his own update—
able to drive for the first time that day, so 
decided to come to the meeting!

• Kathy gave an update on the 
Charter Luncheon.  We need 14 more 
people to have our required 50 people.  
During the meeting two members signed up 
and paid their money, so we are now down to 
10 needed.

• Bob reported that he spoke with 
our insurance company and they said that we 
are basically covered for anything that might happen at our 
events. They do not require prior notice of an event unless the 
promoter requires an insurance certificate.

• Bob reported on the following events planned for May 
and June.  On May 14th is our Masonic Temple tour with lunch 
at Maggiano’s; on May 15th we have been invited back to 
Victorian Times at Smithville in Easthampton; June 1st is the 
Boardwalk Hall Pipe Organ tour in Atlantic City; and June 17th 
we will hold our June tail gate meeting at Johnson’s Farm.  
Two papers were passed around for sign up for the Masonic 
Temple tour and the Boardwalk Pipe Organ tour.

• Smoke Signals – Diana reiterated that she needs 
articles for future issues and that she would be happy to write 
an article from notes if some people don’t want to actually 
write a story themselves.  It was also reported that a larger 
extended version of our publication is available online.

• It was reported that the Roebling show that several 
members have attended in the past will be held on July 23.

• Jim Wickel pointed out that there was an interesting 
article in the current National magazine on the abundance of 
car shows happening at the same time and the need to “pick 
and choose”.

• Flyers were printed for the Haddonfield car show and 
only cars from 1991 and older will be allowed with the Feature 
Class being 1986 vehicles, which was the year of the first 
Haddonfield show.

• Steve reported that on the Web site he had listed 
major car shows and asked that people email with any of 
the smaller car shows that they have attended and other 
members might be interested.

• The final proper paper work for the Haddonfield show 
was received.

• Members Bob Petters, Bernie Shuster, and Sam 
Mento with moral support and picture taking duties by Carl 
Grossman took part on the Cruisin’ 92.1 radio show from 
Vineland NJ.  The first half hour of the show was broadcast 
from a person’s garage and the second half was devoted 

to Ankokas and the AACA national club.  Steve 
took Bob’s cassette recording of the show 
and with some editing is hopeful to put it up 
for listening on the Web site.  They were also 
invited back in perhaps August to discuss the 
Haddonfield show.

• Bob called AACA to inquire about 
the Book Mobile.  He was told that it was 
being worked on by volunteers and it was not 
finished.

• On May 20th is the Vineland National 
show.  They specifically need people for the 
show field layout on that Friday.  (E-mail 
vicepresident@ankokas.com if you can help. 
ed.) 

• Bob discussed the new Sponsor Work Sheet 
that explained what each sponsor is entitled to for their level 
of support.  We now have four sponsors with Pellegrino 
Chevrolet being added to the current Cherry Hill Dodge 
Chrysler & Jeep, TD Bank, and Elite Auto service. 

• Bob presented samples of the National advertisement 
in the form of a 1957 Chevrolet that he had altered with a 
sticker on the back with Ankokas info. The rest will be altered 
to include Ankokas information and distributed to Ankokas 
people.

• Peter Bull had dropped off and set up 7 stand up 
cardboard people advertisements.  They were there for the 
taking!  They were all taken!

• It was discussed that with the trouble that occurred 
this year with membership renewals that next year there would 
allotted time carved out at the fall meetings for signup and 
payments.  Further discussion was had about other places 
that we could also have membership applications available.

• A motion was made, seconded and voted on to have 
no formal meeting on the 3rd Thursday in April and to have a 
short meeting at the Charter Luncheon.

• Meeting was adjourned for coffee, soda and cookies 
by Diana.
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Letter From The Editors
Steve: We need to talk about something serious. And I don’t 
mean cookie recipes. 
Diana: What’s more serious than chocolate chip cookies? 
Lemon cookies?
S: We need to talk about recruiting new club members. 
We’ve lost some members recently and we need to bring 
in new ones. If we don’t add new members, there won’t be 
anyone left to look after our cars and the hobby as a whole.
D: So how do we get new members?
S: It’s something everyone has to work on doing. All of us 
are the recruiting tool to bring new members into the family. 
Every time we go to a car show, we need to tell people about 
our club. We need to get the word 
out that you don’t have to own 
an old car to be a member of 
our club. The car doesn’t 
matter. It’s how you 
feel about 
cars that 
counts.

D: You’re right. The club isn’t about showing your car. It’s 
about enjoying cars and enjoying the time spent with others. 
Going on group tours, outings, and other get-togethers is 
what it’s all about. But what about people with modifieds 
and hot rods?
S: Well think about it for a minute. People have been 
modifying and hot rodding cars ever since the car was 
invented. Modified cars and hot rods are built by people who 
have a passion for cars. The same passion we have in the 
club today. The cars and people may be a little younger, but 
the passion is still the same.

D: And that’s what we want to share. 
S: Next time you’re at a car show, tell 
someone about Ankokas. Point them to the 
website ankokas.com. Encourage them to 

send an email to info@ankokas.com and ask 
questions about the club. It’s up to 
everyone to help spread the word 
about the fun we have to offer.

Calendar
All summer, every Friday- beginning at 4PM- car cruise at 
Johnson’s Corner Farm, 133 Church Rd., Medford, NJ 
May 2016
14-Ankokas tour of the Masonic Temple in Philadelphia. 
Pre-registration required. Reserve your space now.
15-12PM-4PM. Victorian Times at Smithville Mansion. Fly 
a kite with Mary Poppins and the Banks family, take a horse 
and carriage ride, bring the kids along for crafts and games! 
803 Smithville RD., Eastampton. 609-265-2445.
19-Monthly Ankokas meeting at 7:30PM on the second 
floor of the Haddonfield Municipal Building, 242 Kings 
Highway East
19-21-Eastern Spring Meet • Vineland, NJ • hosted by 
South Jersey Region. aaca.org
28-37th Annual Collingswood May Fair. 10AM-4PM. Come 
to Collingswood for food, music, cars and crafts. Show 
entry from Park Ave.Contact Tom 609-524-2588. www.
collingswood.com/entertainment/mayfair.
30-8AM-12PM. Silver Diner Memorial Day Breakfast 
Show. Silver Diner, Route 38, across from the Cherry 
Hill Mall, Cherry Hill, NJ. Steve 609-817-3165 or e-mail 
OGSCCinfo@verizon.net
June 2016
1-Ankokas trip to see the pipe organ at Atlantic City. 
Members will get a look behind the scenes at 10AM 
and there is a concert at 12PM.

3-4 -Annual Grand National • Williamsport, PA • hosted 
by Susquehannock Region. aaca.org
4-10AM-4PM. “Rollin’ on the River” City of Burlington 
K-9 Bike Run & Show Fundraiser. 200-300 block of High 
Street, Burlington, NJ. All proceeds benefit the City 
of Burlington Police K-9 Unit. Lisa Schiller 609-386-
0200 ext. 114 or e-mail lschiller@burlingtonNJ.us www.
bck9bikeshow.com
11-(rain date 6/12) 11AM-3PM. American Collector’s 
Insurance 7th Annual Car Show. Camden Catholic High 
School, 300 Cuthbert Blvd., Cherry Hill, NJ. 856-382-2536 
www.americancollectors.com 
16-Collingswood Cruise Night. Open to all makes, 
years and models of car, also trucks and motorcycles. 
Registration is 4:45PM to 6:30PM at the Collingswood 
Senior Community Center, 28 W. Collings Ave., 
Collingswood. Contact Terry 856-858-9275. 
www.collingswood.com
17-Tailgate Ankokas meeting at Johnson’s Corner 
Farm, 133 Church Rd., Medford, NJ from 5PM- 8PM 
26- 8:30AM-2PM. 30th Annual Red, White & Blueberry 
Car Show & Festival. Hammonton High School, Route 30 
& Old Forks Rd., Hammonton, NJ. Tony Sceia 609-561-
3041. DOS info 609-839-2239   www.cruisinclassics.org

See www.ankokas.com/calendar.cfm for more listings.

Ankokas events are in bold type, Regional or Local events are italicized and National events are in regular type.

Jade, official editorial supervisor.



SMOKE SIGNALS                                                               Page 6

Member Profile: Carol Amendola
Carol Amendola has always loved cars.  The 

look.  The design.  The features.  And a 1970 Dodge 
Challenger that caught her eye the most belonged 
to a young man named Tom who went on to become 
her husband.  Sadly, the oil embargo of the 1970’s 
Jimmy Carter era caused them to sell the car for a fuel 
efficient Subaru, but the couple has stayed together.

Carol and Tom joined Ankokas in the 1980’s and 
were quickly befriended by club member Stan 
Wilkinson.  As the youngest members of the club, Stan 
and his wife took the Amendolas under their wing and 
were the inspiration for their love of antique cars and 
our club.  Stan used to plan and organize car 
cruises and tours for the club.  He enlisted 
Carol’s help in this, and she soon took 
over the planning duties from around 1989 
until just a few years ago.  There is a lot 
of planning that goes into these tours. 
You have to include activities that will 
interest both the men and women in the 
group. You have to plan rest stops, eating 
destinations and hotels. Breakdowns 
have to be allowed for. The tour 
should also not have driving after 
sunset, as some of the older cars 
don’t have working headlamps. 
They also may not have working 
fuel gauges, so miles travelled 
needs to be calculated.  You have 
to have a tail runner, you have to 
have someone be the lead car.  
Carol tried to do it authentic and 
not use cell phones. The group 
watched out for each other. They 
would avoid highways when 
possible.  Carol learned all of this 
from Stan Wilkinson. 

Carol liked to plan unusual tours 
and among some of the tours 
were scavenger hunts and tours to 
Scranton, Allentown, Hershey and 
Altoona.  Of all the tours, Carol 
lists Altoona as one of her favorites.  
The trip included a tour of a mansion, 

a group outing to a show, a visit to a car museum, a 
stay at an antique hotel and some wonderful dinners. 
Carol says there were always a lot of laughs on these 
tours and she has a lot of good memories. And she 
still has all the paperwork for all of her tours.  But 
that’s another story for another time.

Together, the Amendolas own quite a few cars, but 
Carol says among the ones that are “hers” are a 1969 
MGB, a 1954 Mercury Sun Valley, a 1960 International 
fire engine and a 1989 Thunderbird that was a Motor 
Trend Car of the Year (originally a Christmas present 
for her husband). Her current favorite, however, is 

a 1932 Plymouth two-door convertible with a 
rumble seat that was formerly owned by her 

friend and mentor, Stan Wilkinson, who did 
the restoration on the car fifty years ago.  
One of Carol’s automotive goals is to have a 
car from every decade.  At this time, she is 
only missing a car from the 1910’s and the 
1920’s.  Fortunately they have geothermal 

and solar heat and air conditioning to keep 
the collection in a climate controlled garage.

Carol says she has met some of the 
most wonderful people through the 
club.  People from all walks of life.  
That has been the best thing for her.  
In the future, she’d like to see more 
daytime activities for the club and 
more things on weekends.  Saturday 
or Sunday luncheons, daytime trips, 
even earlier meetings.  She also 
liked when meetings were held in 
people’s homes and would like to 
see that return, as she has hosted 
some wonderful events in the past.

As for that original 1970 Dodge 
Challenger that caught Carol’s 
eye, happily Tom replaced it 
with a beautiful 1970 T/A model.   
Congratulations to Carol Amendola 
for receiving the 2015 - 2016 
Hankins Memorial Award.  The club 

thanks you for all of your support and 
generosity.
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The Men Behind the Cars
Enzo Ferrari 

by Diana Antinucci
Enzo Ferrari was born on February 18, 1898 in Modena, Italy, but 

his birth is officially recorded as February 20 because a snowstorm 
prevented his father from reaching the registry office until then. His 
father was a blacksmith, forging axles for the railways. At age 10, 
Enzo saw Felice Nazzaro win the 1908 Circuit di Bologna, inspiring 
him to later become a race car driver. In 1916, he lost his father and 
older brother to influenza.  While serving with the Italian Army during 
World War One in  1918, Enzo became ill in the influenza pandemic 
and was discharged from service.

After the failure of the family carpentry business, Enzo found 
work at the small Italian car manufacturer Lancia, where his 
job included test driving. He later did test driving for C.M. N. 
(Costruzioni Meccaniche Nazionali) and earned a promotion 
to race car driver, making his debut in the 1919 Parma-
Poggio di Berceto hill climb race.

There are conflicting stories as to the birth of the Ferrari 
emblem, but both happened early in Ferrari’s life. One 
story is that fighter pilot Francesco Baracca gave Enzo a 
necklace with a prancing horse on it before takeoff one 
day and was fatally shot down. In memory of him, Enzo 
Ferrari used the prancing horse as the emblem for his 
cars. The other story is that Francesco Baracca’s 
father saw Enzo Ferrari racing in 1923 and was 
so impressed by the young man that he 
gave Enzo his son’s squadron badge, a 
prancing horse on a yellow shield. 
No one knows which story is the 
truth, but either way, what would 
become the Ferrari emblem was 
first used on an Alfa Romeo, 
because he was tied to them when 
he first used the symbol.

Enzo attracted the interest of 
Alfa Romeo after his victory in 
1924 at the Coppa Acerbo. They 
offered him the opportunity to 
race in more respected races, 
but stunned by the death of a 
fellow driver, he turned them 
down. Instead, he took the 
opportunity to manage their 
factory cars, building a team 
of drivers. He left Alfa Romeo in 
1932 when he left to found Scuderia 
Ferrari, with the financial backing of Alfa Romero. 
In his first year, Enzo Ferrari had fifty drivers, the 
largest team ever brought together by one person. They competed in 
22 races and won eight, with several respectable finishes. 

In 1937, Alfa Romero made the decision to take control of the 
racing division and keep Ferrari as Sporting Director. Dissatisfied, 
Ferrari left to found a company that supplied parts to other racing 
teams. During World War Two, Ferrari’s factory was forced to 
produced goods for Mussolini’s war effort. After the war, Ferrari 
decided to begin making cars with his name, something he was 
formerly prevented from doing because of a contract clause with Alfa 
Romeo.

His first win was at the 1949 24 Hours of Le Mans. In 1950, Ferrari 

enrolled to race at the new Formula One Championship and is now 
the only team left from the teams that started it all. His first Grand 
Prix win came in 1951 at the British Grand Prix. Unlike other car 
manufacturers that built race cars to sell road cars, Enzo Ferrari 
began building road cars to finance his racing. 

But there was trouble ahead for Ferrari. Racing then was on 
inadequate roads at ever-increasing speeds with little or no 
protection for the crowds. In 1957, one of Ferrari’s drivers blew a 
tire and careened into the crowd, killing the driver, the co-driver 
and nine spectators, five of them children. Enzo Ferrari and the tire 
manufacturer were charged with manslaughter and the charges were 
only finally dismissed in 1961. His reputation as an autocrat and 

his tendency to pit his drivers against each other to 
better their performance probably didn’t help him. 
Alberto Ascari, Eugenio Castellotti, Alfonso de 
Portago, Luigi Musso, Peter Collins, Wolfgang Von 
Trips and Lorenzo Bandini all died driving Ferrari 
cars. While a high death toll wasn’t uncommon 
in racing then, a Vatican newspaper compared 

Ferrari to the ancient Roman god Saturn, who 
devoured his own sons.

By the end of the 1960s, the financial stress of 
racing in multiple categories and increasing safety 
and emission standards for road cars forced 

Ferrari to look for a partner. Also, Ferrari 
was not producing enough road cars 

to support his racing empire. While 
Detroit was producing millions of 

cars, Ferrari has averaged only 
a thousand cars a year 
since its founding (with 
higher production only in 
recent years). In 1969, he 
sold fifty percent of his 
company to FIAT, with 
the stipulation that he 
would retain total control 
of the racing portion of 
the business and that 
FIAT would pay for the 
use of his production 
plants. Proceedings 
started in 2014 for Ferrari 
to be separated from Fiat 
Chrysler, with the deal 
completed in January 

2016. Sergio Marchionne, CEO of Fiat 
Chrysler of America (FCA), has taken 

over as the CEO of Ferrari in May 2016.
Hard times were ahead for his racing teams also. By 1979, his 

victories had faded. In 1981, he tried to get back to winning by 
placing turbo engines in his cars, but in 1982, a driver was killed in 
one of these cars and another’s career was cut short in a crash that 
sent the car end over end. The last win Ferrari himself saw was the 
final race of the 1987 season in Australia. While Ferrari saw a decline, 
between 1952 and 1988 they won over 4,000 races and took 13 
world titles.

Enzo Ferrari died on August 14, 1988 at age 90. He was inducted 
into the Automotive Hall of Fame in 2000.

Enzo Ferrari. photographer unknown (public domain)
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The Car is The Star

On June 11, 2016 Ferris Bueller’s Day Off will celebrate 
its thirtieth anniversary. At the time this movie debuted, 
I was twelve and, sadly, I identified more with Ferris’s 
sister than Ferris. With the wisdom of years, I can now 
admire Ferris. He does the things I wish I had the nerve 
to do. Of course, I still don’t have that kind of chutzpa. 
But maybe I’d feel differently if I were driving a 1961 
Ferrari 250 GT SWB California Spyder.

Originally, the car in the movie might have been a 
Porsche Turbo or a Mercedes AMG, but the director, 
John Hughes, saw an article in a car magazine and 
there was no question afterward about what car Ferris 
would drive. Funny, though, while the script refers to 
the car as a 1961 Ferrari 250 GT 
SWB California Spyder, the car 
used in the movie isn’t a 
Ferrari at all. It’s actually 
a 1963 Modena Spyder 
California, a Ferrari-inspired 
replica. When John Hughes 
contacted Neil Glassmoyer 
at Modena about using the car 
in his movie, Glassmoyer hung up 
on him, thinking one of his friends was 
playing a joke on him.

After calling back and convincing 
Glassmoyer he was serious, Hughes 
gave Modena four weeks to build 
three cars, two that actually ran and another that was a 
rolling fiberglass shell, intended for the scene where the 
car is destroyed. With three cars, using real Ferraris was 
truly out of the question. At the time, these cars were 
selling for about $350,000. The Modena Spyders sold 
for about $25,000. A real Ferrari was used for close-ups.

Of the three Modenas, one ran beautifully. The others... 
well, not so much. One never ran and it was chosen to 
be the car that goes backwards out the garage window. 
Both the second badly-running car and the car that 
ran fine were used in the sequence where the parking 
attendants “jump” the car and both suffered exhaust 
damage as a result (between the two cars, that scene 
required nine takes).

The non-running car was bought by Planet Hollywood, 
rebuilt and displayed in their Minneapolis location until 

that closed, whereupon it was relocated to Planet 
Hollywood in Cancun. 

The “hero” car was returned to Modena, which 
restored the car and it was sold it to a couple of times to 
over the years and finally ended up at Bonhams auction 
at the Royal Air Force Museum in Hendon, UK in 2010 
and sold for 79,600 pounds ($123,257). 

There was a rumor that the third car was sitting in 
Paramount’s back lot. The truth? The third car ended up 
under the ownership of Neil Glassmoyer, who spent ten 
years building himself the “ultimate Spyder”. First, he 
had to repair the suspension, repair the dents in the front 
end (created when Alan Ruck kicked it) and repair the 
holes drilled into the car for camera mounts. Glassmoyer 
then replaced the original 289 engine with a 351W, 

which he bored and stroked to 427 cubic 
inches, producing over 500 hp. 

He also replaced the automatic 
transmission with a T-5 manual, 
fitted the car with 13 inch 
disc brakes and replaced 
the torsion bar suspension 
with coilovers. He did leave 

one dent in the grill, for the 
sake of the car’s film history. 

Glassmoyer claims to have outran 
a Viper in this car, and with 500 hp in a 
car that only weighs 2,620 pounds, it’s 

possible. Glassmoyer sold the car at Mecum auctions 
for $235,000.

There’s a couple of fun things to look for the next time 
you see this movie. The license plate on the Ferrari is 
NRVOUS, a reference to the anxiety suffered by Ferris’s 
friend (whose father owns the car). Other plates used in 
the film refer to Hughe’s earlier movies, including VCTN 
(National Lampoon’s Vacation), TBC (The Breakfast 
Club), MOMM (Mr. Mom) and 4FBDO (Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off). 

The real Ferrari 250 was produced between 1953 and 
1964, in several variants. It was later replaced by the 275 
and the 330. All 250s share either of two wheelbases, 
the long wheelbase or the short wheelbase, and most 
convertibles had the short wheelbase. The car also 
came with “open” headlights or “covered” headlights (the 

A series about cars from movies and television

Ferris Bueller’s Day Off: 1961 Ferrari 250 GT SWB California Spyder
by Diana Antinucci

continued on page 7

photo by DougW of RemarkableCars.com
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Fun and Trivia
Automotive Firsts- thanks to Roy Duffield for providing information for this puzzle

1. Where was the first cab service offered?
2. Where did the words “taxi” and “cab” originate?
3. Who started the Yellow Cab Co.?
4. Where was the first hard-surfaced road?
5. Who offered the first rebate on a car?
6. Who founded the Lincoln Automobile Co.?
7. Where were highway center lines first used?
8. Who received the first driver’s license?
9. Who received the first traffic ticket?
10. Where was the first report of a stolen car?
11. Who was the first authorized Ford dealer?
12. What state issued the first state-issued tags?
13. Who opened the first auto parts business?

A. William L. Hughson
B. Pennsylvania
C. Henry M. Leland
D. France
E. New York
F. Michigan
G. Mrs. John Howell Phillips
H. A. L. Dyke
I. Germany
J. Henry Ford
K. T. H. Shevlin
L. John Hertz
M. St. Louis

lights were covered by plastic). Almost all of the 250s used the 
Colombo Tipo 125 V12 engine, which produced 296 hp and 
weighed far less than its competitors. The 250 GT California 
Spyder SWB, unveiled at Geneva in 1957, however, had a 276 
hp version of the three-liter V12 (the same engine that Ferrari 
was running in their Tour de France race car). Only about 55 
cars were made (by hand) and the last of these left the line in 
early 1963. Because of its rarity, the Ferrari 250 GT California 
Spyder commands a high price. One car, owned by James 
Coburn (an actor from The Magnificent Seven and The Great 
Escape), sold at auction for $10,894,900. Another sold in 2015 
for $15.9.

And what about the car that was actually featured in the 
movie? Modena was started in the early 1980s by Neil 
Glassmoyer and Mark Goyett, specifically to produce their 
version of the Ferrari. The Modena used the same shape of 
the windshield as the Ferrari, same inset turn signals, front 
grill, hood scoop, front fender vents and profile. It used a 
rectangular steel tube frame designed by Bob Webb, who did 
fabrication for Indy cars. Modena used MG convertibles as a 
base and Ford’s 302 V8 engine. To anyone unfamiliar with the 
Ferrari 250GT California Spyder, the Modena was so close 
in appearance as to be almost identical. And that’s exactly 
what Ferrari thought. Shortly after Ferris Bueller’s Day Off was 
released, Ferrari sent Modena a cease and desist order and 
Modena closed its doors.

As Ferris would say, “It is so choice. If you have the means, 
I highly recommend picking one up.” I would have to agree. If 
I had the means, I would pick one up...and then I would take 
the day off to go in search of my next auto acquisition.

On the Air
written by Steven Soppe

On March 8, 2016, Bob Petters, Bernie Schuster, and 
Sam Mento were invited to be guests on radio station WVLT 
92.1 “Show and Go Garage” program, talking about cars, 
Ankokas, and the AACA. The first half of the hour long show is 
broadcast remotely from the garage of a local car enthusiast.  
The Ankokas half of the show was broadcast in studio, with 
Bob, Bernie, Sam and show host Ben Notaro.  Bob presented 
an overview of our club and the AACA, Bernie talked about 
some of his cars, and Sam gave some insight into AACA 
judging.  Audio clips of the radio show can be heard by going 
to  the BLOG page of our website (www.ankokas.com) and 
downloading the audio file.  By the way, if anyone asks, your 
favorite year of Chevy is 1957.

The Car is The Star: Ferris Bueller continued

answers on page 11

News & Events continued

(from left to right) Sam Mento, Ben Notaro, Bernie Schuster and Bob 
Petters on the “Show and Go Garage”.- photo by C. Grossman
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Roadside Ramblings
article by Stephanie Schatzle
The Smithville Mansion has a long history. It began with Jacob 

Parker investing in a 37 acre mill area, which he purchased from 
Solomon Southwick in October of 1776. With his property he 
built a dam, a grist and saw mill, and a house. The mill was then 
sold and resold until it was purchased in 1831 by two brothers, 
Jonathan E. and Samuel Shreve, from Mansfield Township. Their 
purpose was to develop the land into a cotton cloth manufacturing 
center. By 1850, their property grew with an enlarged mill pond, 
a canal to Mount Holly for transportation and shipping, and two 
industrial complexes. The village was soon named Shreveville. 
It included the mansion, a three-story hipped-roof structure with 
a one-story wing to the west, and a few separate out-buildings 
behind. 

When both brothers died the property was again sold in 1858 
to the sheriff. Benjamin Shreve purchased his brother’s debts 
from the Sheriff, therefore obtaining the property to protect his 
$100,000 personal investment.

Hezekiah Bradley Smith visited Burlington County in 1865 
looking for a new location for his business. Shreveville’s location 
was rural yet convenient to Philadelphia and New Yorlc, so he 
bought the town for $23,000. Re-named for its new owner, the 
town has remained Smithville for almost one hundred years, 
quaint, peaceful, and unhurried, fostering a spirit of progress 
in manufacture, and forever attesting to the ingenuity of three 
generations of Smiths. Hezekiah brought with him Agnes 

Gilkerson, a young female worker in his old mill. She later 
became the editor of the weekly journal, the New Jersey 
Mechanic. It was published at Smithville and distributed 
nationally. Agnes was known to all as Madam Smith. Later, 
Hezekiah served a term in the New Jersey Senate from 1883 
to 1885. (3) Of course, the financial health of Smithville was 
damaged by the Great Depression but the Smith Machine 
Company continued to operate into the 1990’s.

The village dwellings were slowly emptied during the 1960’s 
and 70’s. A boarding house was added to Smithville, including a 
dining room, a reading room, and a large theater. Hezekiah Smith 
also modified the Mansion to his own style of living. The annex 
included a game room, a billiard room with a vaulted ceiling, and 
a bowling alley.

The mansion has beautiful gardens and an art gallery. 
Descendants of the Smith family continued to occupy the 
mansion until 1962, when Mr. and Mrs. Louis Thomas converted 
parts of the annex into apartments and renovated the mansion 
and grounds. In 1975 the land was acquired by the Burlington 
County Board of Chosen Freeholders for the purpose of its 
development as the County’s first park. The Mansion, the 
annex, and the village, all of which are listed on the New Jersey 
and National Registers of Historic Places, are currently under 
development for use by county residents as a cultural and 
heritage center.

Smithville Mansion: 6 Park Ave., Eastampton, NJ

Victorian Times Antique Car Display
Sunday, May 15, 2016     12:00 - 4:00 (rain or shine)

Once again Ankokas has been invited by the Friends of the Mansion at Smithville to bring our 
antique cars out for display as we did last year.  Come, travel back in time and experience 
a Victorian afternoon in Historic Smithville Park. Enjoy entertainment and strolling 
performers; lessons in tea etiquette and games that Hezekiah B. Smith and his wife 
Agnes Gilkerson-Smith and the Smithville residents may have enjoyed while residing 
at the Village of Smithville in the 1800’s. There will be a nominal fee to tour the mansion. 
Other activities are free. There will be a number of vendors throughout the park.  Bring 
your old car and display it on behalf of Ankokas for all the world to admire! Bring a picnic 
lunch if you want and sit back under the shade of the old oak tree and socialize.  Food is 
also available from the several vendors there in the park.

Historic Smithville Park
803 Smithville Road
Easthampton, NJ 08060

Following the display of cars, we will motor down Route 206 to the Red Lion Diner for 
dinner. If you cannot attend the car display and want to join us for dinner, we should be 
there by 4:30. The restaurant wants a head count if we are in a group. 

Please let me know if you plan to attend the mansion display with your antique car 
and/or the dinner at Red Lion Dinner.  Smithville people want a head count for the cars 
and I need a headcount for the restaurant.
Contact me if you have any questions.
Bob Petters 856-524-4282 (c) 856-767-4438 (h)
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May Events
May 5, 1862- The French invade Mexico in an attempt to 

recover a debt owed by Mexico and are defeated on this day by 
an outnumbered Mexican army at the Battle of Puebla. Happy 
Cinco de Mayo!

May 10, 1869- The Union Pacific and Central Pacific railroads 
are joined, completing the transcontinental railroad.

May 20, 1873- Levi Strauss and Jacob Davis are granted a 
patent for their rugged work pants, now known as blue jeans.

May 5, 1877- Sitting Bull leads his people into Canada seeking 
asylum after the Battle of Little Big Horn.

May 26, 1897- Bram Stoker’s Dracula goes on sale in London.
May 21, 1901- Connecticut becomes the first state to enact a 

speed limit law. The speed limit is set at 12 mph in cities and 15 
mph on country roads.

May 5, 1904- Cy Young, pitcher for the Boston Red Sox, throws 
a perfect game. The last perfect game to be pitched had been in 
1880.

May 9, 1914- President Woodrow Wilson declares the first 
national Mother’s Day.

May7, 1915- The British Lusitania is sunk without warning by a 
German sub off the coast of Ireland, killing 1,198 people including 
128 Americans.

May 26, 1927- The Ford 
ends Model T production, 
after production of 15 
million cars.

May 6, 1937- The 
Hindenburg explodes in 
Lakehurst, New Jersey, 
killing 36 people and 
becoming one of the first 
disasters to be covered by 
mass media.

May 28, 1937- Volkswagen is founded by the Nazi government 
in Germany.

May 8, 1945- V-E day is celebrated in America and Britain as 
the war comes to a close in Europe.

May 11, 1947- B. F. Goodrich discloses its development of the 
tubeless tire.

May 5, 1961- Navy Commander Alan Shepard, Jr. is launched 
into space aboard Freedom 7, becoming the first American in 
space.

May 8, 1963- Dr. No, the first James Bond film, is released 
starring Sean Connery.

May 9, 1971- The Honeymooners airs for the last time.
May 14, 1973- America’s first space station, Skylab is launched.
May 25, 1977- Much to the delight of science fiction nerds 

everywhere, Star Wars debuts on this day. It receives seven 
Oscars and racked up $461 million in domestic ticket sales.

May 18, 1980- Mount St. Helens erupts in Washington state, 
killing 57 people and spewing ash nearly 300 miles away.

May 6, 1991- At the age of 51, Harry Gant becomes the oldest 
driver to win a Nascar race.

May7, 1998- Daimler-Benz announces its $36 billion purchase 
of Chrysler Corp.

May 17, 2005- Toyota announces its plans for an electric-
gasoline hybrid Camry.

June Events
June 14, 1777- The US Congress adopts the Stars and 

Stripes as the national flag.
June 25, 1876- Native Americans led by Crazy Horse and 

Sitting Bull defeat US troops illegally on their land. Lieutenant 
Colonel Custer and his entire 200-man battalion were killed.

June 23, 1902- Daimler-Motoren-Gesellschaft registers 
Mercedes as a brand name.

June 16, 1903- The Ford Motor Company is incorporated.
June 18, 1923- The Checker cab Company manufacturers 

its first cab in Kalamazoo, Michigan.
June 6, 1933- The first drive-in theater opens in Camden, 

New Jersey.
June 1, 1934- The Jidosha-Seizo Kabushiki-Kaisha 

company takes a new name-Nissan Motor Company.
June 2, 1935- Babe Ruth retires after playing 22 seasons, 

ten World Series and hitting 714 home runs.
June 17, 1943- Secretary of War Harry Stimson asks 

Senator Harry Truman, chairing a committee on war 
profiteering, to cease inquiries into a defense plant in Pasco, 
Washington. Truman, when later elected president, would 

find out that the plant he 
had been looking into 
was connected with the 
Manhattan Project.

June 6, 1944- The 
Allied forces storm the 
beaches of France with 
6,000 vessels carrying 
176,000 troops and 
13,000 aircraft.

June 8, 1948- The 
prototype for the first Porsche is completed.

June 2, 1953- Queen Elizabeth II is crowned queen of 
England.

June 28, 1953- The first Corvette is assembled in Flint, 
Michigan.

June 25, 1956- The last Packard leaves the production line 
in Detroit.

June 26, 1956- Congress approves the Federal Highway 
Act, securing over $30 billion for construction of new 
interstate highways.

June 30, 1962- Sandy Koufax pitches his first no-hitter. 
That year, he went on to throw three more no-hitters, 
including a perfect game on September 9, 1965. During his 
career, he won four World Series games and received three 
Cy Young awards.

June 20, 1975- Jaws is released in theaters and was 
nominated for Best Picture and took home Oscars for Best 
Film Editing, Best Original Score and Best Sound. No one 
has felt safe to go into the water since.

June 1, 1980- CNN airs for the first time.
June 8, 1984- The movie Ghostbusters is released in 

theaters, earning $229 million at the box office.
June 11, 1986- Ferris Bueller’s Day Off is released in 

theaters. See page eight of this newsletter for the story about 
the car in the movie.
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ANKOKAS REGION, AACA
The ANKOKAS is the South East Region of the AACA 

dating back to 1964.
Ankokas Region PO BOX 343 Riverside, NJ 08075

BOB PETTERS, PRESIDENT
President@ankokas.com
856-767-4438

STEVEN SOPPE, VICE PRESIDENT
VicePresident@ankokas.com
609-848-4843

JEFF SCHULTE, TREASURER
Treasurer@ankokas.com
856-234-1623

KATHLEEN PETTERS, SECRETARY
Secretary@ankokas.com
609-636-4324

CARL VILLONE, PAST PRESIDENT
Cvillone21@comcast.net
856-227-3006

PETER BULL, DIRECTOR
Pbull3617@comcast.net
856-428-3617

HOWARD STEINBERG, DIRECTOR
Howards101@AOL.com
856-424-1861

JIM WICKEL, DIRECTOR
856-478-4105

Marketplace
Wanted: ‘49 Buick Roadmaster 2dr. that 

needs restoring or a 1963 Pontiac Tempest. 

Alan Coshland 609-801-1167.

For Sale: Miscellaneous parts and manuals 

for a 1948-1954 Packard including a 

Hollandor Interchange Manual 1946-1956. 

Alan Coshland 609-801-1167.

For Sale: Hood and trunk lid for a ‘68- ‘69 
Chevelle. Good used, stored 35 years in dry 
barn. Also decent used rear bumper assembly 
complete with brackets for same. $75 each. 
Bob Petters 856-767-4438
For Sale: 1985 Jaguar 2 dr. model HE, 12 
cylinder, 101765 miles, needs restoration. 
Located in Chatsworth. For additional pictures 
& info, call Tom McLarney 609-980-1251.

Answers from page 9: 1.I, 2.D, 3.L, 4.B, 5.J, 6.C, 7.F, 8.G, 9.K, 10.M, 11.A, 12.E, 13.H

The Ankokas Region would like to thank its sponsors and encourage its members to patronize these 
businesses whenever possible:

1701 Route 70 East, Cherry Hill, NJ

4200 Strand Ave., Pennsauken, NJ1708 West Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 1000 Gateway Rd., Westville, NJ.

America’s most convenient bank

Tom McLarney’s Jag for sale- photo by Tom McLarney



Our next meeting is Thursday, May 19th at 
7:30PM on the second floor of the Haddonfield 
Municipal Building, 242 Kings Highway East in 
Haddonfield. There is also a tailgate meeting at 
Johnson’s Farm at 133 Church Rd., Medford on 
Friday, June 17th from 5-8PM.

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.ankokas.com

Regular meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at 7:30PM on the second floor of the 
Haddonfield Municipal Building.

Director meetings are held on an “as needed” basis as determined by the officers.

NOTE: No meetings are scheduled in July, August or December.

Previous Hankins award winners, from left to right: Carol and Tom McLarney, Bob Schuman, Marlyne Duffield, Kathy and 
Bob Petters, Jim Wickle, Roy Duffield, Allan Vogelson, Barbara Duffett, Mike Sisto, Howard Steinberg, Carol and Tom 

Amendola, Jeff Schulte and Carl Villone at the 2016 Ankokas charter luncheon. photo by Diana Antinucci


