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HIGH BEAMS 

 

 

First, I would like to thank all the 
hard working Ankokas people who 
contributed their time and effort into 
making our 29th Haddonfield car 
show a success. We had nice 
weather and a good stable of 
wonderful cars for all to enjoy. 80% 
of the cars on the show field were 
repeat customers. That is a tribute to 
our efforts over the years. Thanks to 
Frank Staff for volunteering his disc 
jockey talents for the day. Great job, 
Frank. 
 
 You should have received 
your invitation to the Marano tour on 
October 31st. If you have not 
responded yet, better get to it.  
 
 We had attempted to organize 
a poker run for November but that 
just has not worked out. As of now, 
we are planning it for the late spring 
time. More on that as we get closer 
to 2016. 
 
 Our holiday party is now set 
for December13th at the same 
location as last year.  The invitation 
will be mailed out shortly and we ask 
that you respond right away.  
 
 If you have not heard, Steve 
Soppe & Diana Antinucci will be 
taking over Smoke Signals from 
Mike Sisto in 2016. Mike has done 
an outstanding job over the last 9 
years. Thanks again for all you have 
done for Ankokas 

 

We are still attempting to have 
some club activity each month. We 
are looking for ideas on what to do.  
What do you want to do?  Let me 
hear back from all of you. 
 
 All of our officers and 
directors remain the same for 2016, 
except we are looking for a new 
Secretary.  If interested in the 
position please let me know. 
 

We are looking forward to 
seeing most of you at our regular 
meeting at the Boro hall on the 19th 
and again at the Marano Packard 
showing on October 31st. 

 
Also a reminder that it’s close 

to the end of the year and Ankokas 
membership renewal time is 
approaching.  A renewal form is 
included in this issue. 

 
  I’m sorry to report another 
deceased Ankokas member, Larry 
Alff. He was a member for a long 
time but did not attend many 
meetings but was always at 
Haddonfield with his 1911 Regal 
underslung. He also had a model T.  
His service is Friday, November 6th. 

 

BOB PETTERS 
President@ankokas.com 

    856-767-4438 
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 1969 Cadillac Fleetwood 

by Kyle Blake 

 
             The year of 1969 was the year of Nixon’s first inauguration, Neil Armstrong’s Moonwalk, ”Helter Skelter" 
and the Manson Family scared and frightened America. On February 6th of that year Mrs. Vivian Harman of 
Beverly Hills, California went to the Hillcrest Motor Company her local Cadillac dealership on Wilshire Boulevard 
to order a new Cadillac. Mrs. Harman was a 67 year old widow living on Rodeo Drive who apparently was tired 
of her 1964 Cadillac Sedan Deville and was ready for something bigger, more powerful, and newer.  
 
That day she custom ordered a Fleetwood Brougham in Wisteria with a white vinyl covering paired with a Dark 
Mauve interior. The Fleetwood Brougham was Cadillac's top of the line sedan that stretched 3.5 inches longer 
than the regular Sedan DeVille. Additional features that she selected included rear window defogger, power seat 
adjusters for dual comfort seats, 4 way power locks, AM-FM radio, and a variety of other features that she liked 
from the factory installed equipment. Interestingly, most of the accessories she chose tended to the comfort of 
only the passengers while neglecting those accessories that were driver focused; therefore one can only guess 
that she most likely had a driver to escort her around Beverly Hills. The cost of her Fleetwood came to 
$8,349.96, with a deduction of $17.54 due to the deletion of floor mats from her order. In today's currency 
equations this car would have cost Mrs. Harmon around $70,000.  
 
Mrs. Harman would keep this Cadillac up until her death in 1979, along with many detailed service records from 
the Wilshire Boulevard Hillcrest Motor Company. From these service records it seems as if this monster of a 
Cadillac might have been a bit too large for this older lady, or her driver, to navigate around a busy city center as 
there are several notes to repair body damage (First notation of body damage is only two months after she 
bought it). This car with 55,000 miles would then pass to its second family, the McAdams. Most likely it was one 
of the McAdams’ children who then drove this car to Saddleback College in Mission Viejo, CA in 1984 as 
denoted by the parking permit bumper sticker on the bumper. Then sometime soon after the car made the cross 
country journey to Pittsburgh, Pa where it was found on a used car lot in 1986 and bought by a Mr. Rupert of 
Johnstown, Pa. It was said that he only bought this car “to go to the bars and party with on the weekends" (either 
the bars were close to his home or he didn’t party much because between 1986 and 2014 only 1,000 miles have 
been placed on the car). Mr. Rupert passed away and left the car to his business partner who then parked the 
car in 1999 and stored it inside his business. 
 
It was then during the summer of 2013 while planning a regional AACA tour that I saw this beautiful Cadillac 
parked in someone’s yard with a for sale sign in the window. I had very little time so I pulled over and gave the 
car a very quick look over and took a couple of pictures. Summer turned into fall and during the actual tour I 
noticed that the car was no longer in the front yard and I guessed that it must have been sold. Then in March of 
2014 I went to look at a 1957 Cadillac Series 62 and after seeing how rough it actually was in person I was 
coming home with an empty trailer and a little extra cash. I gave the owner of the 1969 Fleetwood a call and 
asked him if the car was still available and if I could come look it over. After I placed the car on a lift and 
thoroughly inspecting the car inside and out I decided that I should purchase the car. I do have to comment that 
this guy had to be one of the worst salesman I have ever known. He repeatedly kept stating how he had no need 
for the car, how it was taking up valuable space at his business, how business has been slow and times were 
getting tough, how so many thing needed fixed on the car, how it had sat for so many years, ect. Knowing what 
price he was asking that summer and the current market prices I thought I’d toss a low number out there and 
have the guy work me up to a number that we would both agree. Well much to my astonishment he accepted my 
low offer and I had bought myself a 1969 Wisteria Fleetwood Brougham Cadillac. This all moved so fast that the 
guy didn’t even think to bring the title and was shocked when I came back from the truck with banded stacks of 
cash and a dealer tag to drive it home. 
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After I got the car into my garage it was time for the real fun to begin. New tires were ordered; new hoses and 
belts installed; ignition tune-up preformed; all new exhaust from the manifold all the way back to the tailpipe; 
broken exhaust studs removed and replaced; leaky freeze plugs replaced; had the radiator cored; carburetor 
completely rebuilt; gas tank drained and sealed; and many other things to get this Cadillac back on the road. 
There are still several things that are needed to be done, mostly cosmetic, but it is at a state now that I can enjoy 
the car. 
 
Just recently I took this car to the AACA Eastern Spring Meet in Virginia Beach, VA and entered it into the 
Historical Preservation of Original Features (HPOF) class for evaluations. Having updated multiple things to 
make it a reliable classic for long tours I was worried I had done too much to affect its HPOF eligibility. 
Therefore, it is with much pride I’m happy to report that it won its HPOF certification. 
 
With a 472 cubic inch engine it produces 375 horsepower and weighing 5,000 lbs. empty it takes that large of an 
engine to get it cruising down the interstate. The estimated combined MPG of such a grand car is published at 
9.7 MPG and with a 10.5-1 compression ratio it only likes high octane. However, none of that MPG stuff matters 
when you float down the street and people’s heads turn to look at the giant pink Cadillac from Beverly Hills, 
California! 

 
 

      
 

        
 

Pictures of Kyle’s 1969 Pink Cadillac along with a shot of the dealership back in the 1960’s.                                                                                                                 
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The Car is the Star 
A series about cars from movies and television 

Ectomobile - “Who You Gonna Call?” 
Written by Diana Antinucci 

 

 
Flip through the television channels any day of the week and you’ll find shows about people chasing 

ghosts. Ghost Hunters, Ghost Adventures, Paranormal State, to name just a few. But none of them have 
the charm or endurance of the group that immediately jumps to mind. If really weird, truly strange things, 
start happening where you live, who you gonna call? Ghostbusters! And, as an extra bonus, they are going 
to show up in one of cinemas most iconic vehicles, the Ectomobile. 

In 1984, audiences were treated to the story of three scientists, evicted from their parent university 
and forced to seek other employment. Luckily, they’ve invented a way to capture and store ghosts. 
Business is good for a while, until a representative from the EPA shuts down their containment system in 
the middle of an impending apocalypse. Every ghost they’ve captured is released into Manhattan. Then the 
really bad thing happens. And, for those unfortunate few who have not seen the film, I won’t spoil it for you. 
Go buy it now and watch it. Seriously, what are you waiting for? You can finish the article when you’re done 
with the movie. 

There were four cars used on screen for the movie and its sequel. All of these cars are 1959 
Cadillac Miller-Meteor Futura Duplex End Loader ambulance/hearse combination cars with the “Flite-Fin” 
trim option. A modified Ferno-Washington Model 23 stretcher in the back holds the crew’s four proton 
packs. The siren heard in the films was specifically created for the Ecto-1 and Ecto-1A. and is not 
representative of how the siren sounded on this model ambulance. 

Our first glimpse of the car is a black car that Ray drives up to headquarters before it’s 
transformation. This car was only leased and was not used in any other scenes for the movie, although it 
was later purchased by the studio and converted to an Ectomobile for promotional touring. Another was 
purchased, but left unmodified and used in shots of Ray repairing and modifying the car. One car was fully 
transformed into the Ecto-1, used for the remainder of the first film. The last car (christened the Ecto-1A) 
was purchased after the Ecto-1 broke down during filming of the second movie.  In Ghostbusters II, there 
are scenes of the car backfiring and smoking. This was not special effects. Ecto-1 died on the Brooklyn 
Bridge and because there are no breakdown lanes on the bridge, the car was blocking traffic and the film 
makers were ticketed by the NYPD. 

The Ecto-1 we see in the movies was not the car originally envisioned by writer Dan Akroyd. 
Originally, the car was a 1975 Cadillac ambulance bought for $600. In the final script, this was changed to a 
1959 model bought for $1400. By the time of filming, the going rate for a 1959 Cadillac ambulance was up 
to $4800, the figure quoted in the film. Adjusting for inflation, today that would be just under $11,000, a tidy 
sum considering the list of problems listed onscreen: “suspension work, shocks, brakes, brake pads, lining, 
steering box, transmission, rear end, new rings, mufflers, a little wiring...” We assume the list goes on, but 
the scene cuts away. 

Additionally, the Ecto-1 was originally conceived as a black car with white and purple strobe lights, 
giving it an odd “aura”. Cinematographer Laszlo Kovacs noted that a black car would be too difficult to film 
during night scenes, so the color was changed to white and red. The car was also intended to have some 
supernatural powers, including interdimensional travel and the ability to disappear. There was a deleted 
scene during a musical montage in which a police officer places a ticket on Ecto-1, which instantly burns to 
ash. It was cut because it slowed down the montage.  

Stephen Dane, credited as “hardware consultant”, began work on the Ecto-1 on October 5, 1983. 
After taking measurements and photos of the car purchased by the studio, he went home and designed 
Ecto-1. After the designs were approved, the car was painted, repaired to driving condition, cleaned and the 
Ghostbusters equipment was installed, including what is thought to be radar and infrared sensors (although 
it’s never made clear in the movie). The finished Ecto-1 differed only slightly from Dane’s original design. 
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Ecto-1 drove around New York City, promoting the film shortly after its release, with one of the Ghostbusters in 
costume. It caused some accidents, as other drivers were distracted by the famous car and lost control of their 
vehicles. 

The Ecto-1A, seen in Ghostbusters II had more equipment added to the roof, possibly including a 
satellite uplink and a Super Slammer Muon Trap, for faster capture of smaller ghosts or for much larger ones. It 
also had digital signboards added to the sides of the roof rack and light bars with clear lenses (Ecto-1 had blue 
lenses) with multi-color rotators. A third light bar was also added. The logo on the doors was updated (and 
added to the hood) and yellow and black reflective caution tape was added to the sides of the car. The rear 
bumper was replaced by a red diamond-plate step. The car was originally designated the Ecto-2 in the script. 
About an hour into the film, the car drives onscreen and “Ecto-2” is visible on the license plate. 

Ecto-1 was restored to promote the release of Ghostbusters: The Video Game in 2009. Ecto-1A was 
also scheduled to be restored, but the restoration was delayed indefinitely and the car sat in an off-site storage 
location owned by Sony. At one point, it was loaned by Sony to Universal Studios Park in Florida, where it was 
pillaged by fans for souvenirs and reportedly hit by a theme park vehicle. The car’s windshield was also 
broken, exposing it to the elements. There was a petition, by fans of the films, for Sony to sell the car to their 
group for restoration. This apparently never happened, but Sony has restored the car and Ecto-1 and Ecto-1A 
now live on Sony’s backlot. 

Universal Studios had an Ecto-1 clone (of which there are many) that rode around the park with 
costumed actors. Eventually, the park discontinued its use and the car was bought by Paul Francis to help him 
with his build of an Ecto-1. While not exactly screen accurate, the Universal Studios clone was close and 
Francis used it as a comparison to his car. When he was done with it, he sold it for $30,000. The car was sold 
again at Barrett-Jackson in January 2010 for $80,000. This car now resides in Texas as part of a private 
collection. 

Ambulance maker Miller-Meteor was formed by the merger of the Meteor Motor Company and the A. J. 
Miller Company, both having been purchased by Wayne Works of Richmond, Indiana. Miller-Meteor started 
production in 1957, building on Cadillac commercial chassis. By 1962, they were the largest producer of 
funeral cars and ambulances on Cadillac chassis. The 1959 Duplex combination model sold for $10,694 
($87,391.29 today) and came with an eight cylinder cast iron block V8 with 310 horsepower. In 1963, they 
introduced a completely new line of models and by 1966, they offered 13 basic models. By 1970, they offered 
34 models. Their most famous ambulance, the Criterion debuted in 1973 and started production in early 1974.  

1974 saw a change in the law regarding how ambulances were made, and it was not good news for 
Miller-Meteor. The 1973 EMS Systems Act, passed in 1974 and put into effect in 1978, required that 
communities that received federal funding for emergency vehicles comply with the new act. Specifically, there 
were requirements for only three types of chassis to be used. Companies could use a small truck body with a 
modular compartment, a van body with a raised roof or a van chassis with a modular compartment.  

In 1977, Cadillac downsized their commercial chassis, making production of the Criterion impossible. In 
1977, Miller-Meteor only produced 18 of their Lifeliner models on the new chassis and only produced 17 in 
1978. The company announced that it would be closing its doors on November 1, 1979, laying off 252 
employees and terminating their contracts with 34 North American distributors. The downsizing of the Cadillac 
chassis also put ambulance makers Superior of Lima, OH and S&S of Cincinnati out of business. 

There’s no doubt, the Ectomobile is cool. If you’re lucky enough to see a good clone somewhere, you 
will probably have to fight a crowd to get near it. If one of the screen-used cars appears somewhere, prepare to 
wait in line. If you want one in your garage, be prepared to do some serious searching and be ready to pay for 
the 1959 Miller-Meteor car, its restoration and then conversion to an Ectomobile. Your best chance to see one 
of these cars may be to have your own a paranormal emergency. After all, “Who you gonna call?” 
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SMOKE SIGNALS EDITOR 

 
Michael Sisto 

20 Huckleberry Way 
Turnersville, NJ  08012 

 
E-MAIL: 

ANKOKASNEWSLETTER@ 
Comcast.net 

 
PHONE: 856-232-1329 

FAX: 856-401-9253 
 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

http://www.ankokas.com/ 

Regular meetings are held on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at 7:30pm 

on the second floor of the 

Haddonfield Municipal Building. 

Director meetings are held on the 1st 

Tuesday of the month at the home of 

one of the officers. 

All are welcome. 

NOTE:  No meetings in July, 
August, or December 

The ANKOKAS is the South 

East Region of the AACA 

dating back to 1964. 

Ankokas Region          

PO BOX 343      

Riverside, NJ 08075 

 

ANKOKAS REGION, AACA 

 
BOB PETTERS, PRESIDENT 

President@ankokas.com 
856-767-4438 

STEVE SOPPE, VICE PRESIDENT 
VicePresident@ankokas.com 

609-848-4843 
JEFF SCHULTE, TREASURER 

Treasurer@ankokas.com 
856-234-1623 

JANE TAYLOR, SECRETARY 
Secretary@ankokas.com 

609-636-4324 
ALLAN VOGELSON, DIRECTOR 

PAST-PRESIDENT 
mallanv@verizon.net 

856-429-8372 
PETER BULL, DIRECTOR 
PBULL3617@comcast.net 

856-428-3617 
HOWARD STEINBERG, DIRECTOR 

Howards101@AOL.com 
856-424-1861 

JIM WICKEL, DIRECTOR 
856-478-4105 

 

 
 

Jeff Schulte 
 

CARMASTERS 
 

1920-1970’s 
Collectable Car 

Repairs & 
Maintenance 

 
Electrical 

Specialists 
 

81 Shreve St 
Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

 
Tel: 609-267-5234 
Fax: 609-267-5100 

 

 

http://www.ankokas.com/
mailto:President@ankokas.com
mailto:VicePresident@ankokas.com
mailto:Treasurer@ankokas.com
mailto:Secretary@ankokas.com
cvillone21@comcast.net
CLGrossman1@verizon.net
mailto:Ankokasnewsletter@comcast.net
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Ankokas Region 
2016 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

  
Please Print Clearly                                      Date______________ 
 
Name_______________________________            Spouse_______________ 

 
Address________________________________________________________ 

  
Telephone_____________ Fax______________ Cell____________ E-mail______________ 

 
AACA Membership No.___________________________ 
 
Annual Dues: (Must accompany renewal application) 

Charter Members……FREE 
Family Membership… $25.00/year 
Senior Member(70+)… $15.00/year 
List your Antique and Classic automobile(s)    (It is NOT necessary to own an 

automobile to be a member) (Use a separate sheet if necessary) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
DO YOU AUTHORIZE  THE RELEASE OF YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN THE  “ON-LINE” 
ROSTER.     YES_____    NO_____ 
 
ARE THERE ANY CHANGES TO BE  MADE FROM LAST YEARS ROSTER.     YES___  PLEASE LIST CHANGES        
NO____ 
 
 

Applicants Signature_________________________________ 

 

Mail Application to:                                              

Tom & Carol McLarney 
 212 Leon Ave 
Delran, NJ 08075 
PHONE 856-461-6688 
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Ankokas Holiday Party 

December 13, 2015  

Café Madison 

Riverside, N.J. 

(Parking in the rear) 

5 PM:  Reception Hour (Cash Bar) 

 6 PM: Served Dinner  

Consisting of: 

Choice of 

 Chicken  

Fish 

Beef 

Vegetarian 

Musical entertainment by Vic Rubio 

  

 Members…. $30.00ea.  Guests….$ 45.00ea. 

 

Questions call Tom 609-980-1251 

A mailer will be sent shortly.  

  



 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

SMOKE SIGNALS 
PO BOX 343      

Riverside, NJ 08075 

Your October/November ANKOKAS Region AACA Newsletter has arrived… 

 Next Club Meeting will be on Thursday, Nov 19th, at Haddonfield Boro Hall, 

7:30pm 

 

 


